268 Message to the Senate Transmitting the Geneva Protocol
of 1925 on Chemical and Bacteriological Methods

of Warfare.

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and
consent of the Senate to ratification, I
transmit herewith the Protocol for the
Prohibition of the Use in War of Asphyxi-
ating, Poisonous or Other Gases, and of
Bacteriological Methods of Warfare,
signed at Geneva June 17, 1925. I trans-
mit also the report by the Secretary of
State which sets forth the understandings
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and the proposed reservation of the
United States with respect to the Protocol.
In submitting this Protocol for ap-
proval, I consider it desirable and appro-
priate to make the following statements:
—The United States has renounced the
first-use of lethal and incapadtating

chemical weapons,
—The United States has renounced any
use of biological and toxin weapons.



—Our biological and toxin programs
will be confined to research for de-
fensive purposes, strictly defined. By
the example we set, we hope to con-
tribute to an atmosphere of peace,
understanding and confidence be-
tween nations and among men. The
policy of the United States Govern-
ment is to support international ef-
forts to limit biological and toxin re-
search programs to defensive
purposes,

—The United States will seek further
agreement on effective arms-control
measures in the field of biological and
chemical warfare.

Today, there are 85 parties, mcludmg
all other major powers, to this basic inter-
national agreement which the United
States proposed and signed in 1925. The
United States always has observed the

principles and objectives of this Protocol.

I consider it essential that the United
States now become a party to this Proto-
col, and urge the Senate to give its ad-
vice and consent to ratification with the
reservation set forth in the Secretary’s
report. '

RicaArD NrxoN
The White House
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woTa: The text of the Protocol is printed in
Senate Executive J (g1st Cong., 2d sess.). The
report of the Secretary of State and an an-
nouncement of the forwarding of the Protocol
to the Senate, relessed by the White House on
the same day, are printed in the Weekly Com-
pilation of Presidential Documents (vol. 6,
pp. 1082 and ro83). '

On February 14, 1970, the White House
released an announcement of the decision to
renounce toxins as a method of warfare, It
is printed in the Weekly Compilation of Presi-
dential Documents {vol. 6, p. 179).



